COVID-19 Policy

Promotion of
COVID-19
Vaccination

Vaccination is currently the leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-
19 pandemic. People who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are at lower risks of

symptomatic or severe infection and transmitting COVID-19 to others than people who
are not fully vaccinated. In most settings, people who are fully vaccinated can safely
resume activities they did before the pandemic, except where prevention measures are
required by federal, state, local, laws, rules, and regulations, including local business
and workplace guidance. Please click HERE for more information on COVID-19
vaccinations.

Mask Usage

COVID-19 is transmitted predominately by inhalation of respiratory droplets generated
when people cough, sneeze, sing, talk, or breathe. Masks are primarily intended to
reduce the emission of virus-laden droplets, which is especially relevant for
asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic infected wearers who feel well and may be unaware
of their infectiousness to others, and who are estimated to account for more than 50%
of transmissions. Masks also help reduce inhalation of these droplets by the wearer. In
alignment with CDC, Virtus Academy highly encourages indoor masking for teachers,
staff, students, and visitors to schools, regardless of vaccination status.

Handwashing and
respiratory
etiquette:

Practice handwashing and respiratory etiquette to keep from getting and spreading
infectious illnesses including COVID-19. Virtus Academy will encourage hand washing
strategies which include washing with soap and water. If soap and water are not
available and hands are not visibly dirty, students will be encouraged to use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Handwashing strategies will be
encouraged after going to the bathroom, before eating, after blowing your nose,
coughing, or sneezing, and after touching your face.

Virtus Academy will encourage respiratory etiquette which includes covering your
mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing, using tissues and throwing them away,
and washing your hands or using hand sanitizer every time you touch your mouth or
nose.

Staying Home
When Sick

People with symptoms of infectious diseases, including COVID-19, influenza, and
gastrointestinal infections should stay home and get tested for COVID-19. People who
are at risk for getting very sick with COVID-19 who test positive should consult with a
healthcare provider right away for possible treatment, even if symptoms are mild.
Staying home when sick can lower the risk of spreading infectious diseases, including
the virus that causes COVID-19, to other people.



https://www.cdc.gov/covid/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-schedules/adolescent-easyread.html

Isolation

Positive Test with Symptoms
(Isolation)

e Stay home for 5 days after symptoms began
Return to school only if

e It has been at least five days since symptoms started and twenty-four (24) hours
since the last fever, without using fever-reducing medication;

e Symptoms are significantly improving; and

¢ A mask must be worn days six to ten, unless the person tests negative on two
rapid antigen tests performed on days six and eight, at which point they may
remove the mask after the negative test on day eight.

o If either test on day six or eight is positive, the mask must be worn through day
ten and no further testing is recommended.

o Ifa maskis not worn as instructed above, a ten day isolation must be observed.

Quarantine

Quarantine is no longer recommended for people who are exposed to COVID-19 except
during an outbreak (When 20% or more of the children/students/staff within a shared
setting™ (i.e., a classroom, shared childcare room, sports team, or other group) are
identified as having COVID-19, or absent or sent home due to COVID-19 within 72
hours of each other).

Outbreak Guidance

Attendance

Absences due to COVID-19 will be treated like general absences. A student will be
allowed no more than ten (10) general absences during the 180-day school year or 90-
day semester.



https://dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/2024-07/School_Childcare_Respiratory_Outbreak_Guide.pdf



